
Beat: Politics

FRANCE RECALLS ITS AMBASSADORS TO THE U.S AND AUSTRALIA FOR
CONSULTATION 
OVER CANCELLATION OF SUBMARINE DEAL  

Paris, Washington DC, 18.09.2021, 01:02 Time

USPA NEWS - French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said, he had recalled the two ambassadors Philippe Etienne from
Washington (U.S.A) and Jean-Pierre Thebault from Canberra (AUSTRALIA) for consultation at the request of the French President
Emmanuel Macron, considering the « exceptional seriousness » mentioned by Mr Le Drian in response to the recently announced
national strategic security trilateral partnership of the USA, with the UK and Australia in the Indo Pacific. This has led to the
abandonment of the ocean-class submarine project/contract that had linked Australia to France since 2016, which was not
appreciated by France feeling "being betrayed."

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said, he had recalled Philippe Etienne from Washington and Jean-Pierre Thebault from
Canberra for consultation at the request of the French President Emmanuel Macron, considering the « exceptional gravity » mentioned
by Mr Le Drian in response to the recently announced national strategic security trilateral partnership grouping the USA, the UK and
Australia in the Indo Pacific. Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian who also consider the two allies countries, France and the USA, are going
through an unprecedented diplomatic crisis (since 2003, during the Golf War). The news was broken over a statement released on
Friday evening at 9.34 pm, Paris Time, by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In the press release, which we publish in its entirety,
refers to the "exceptional gravity" of the announcement of the strategic partnership between the States of America, UK and Australia.
French Foreign Affairs Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, had expressed his anger, « I am angry and bitter » over what he considers a
« stab in the back » by the Australian withdraw from the contract of conventional submarines, signed in 2016.“It was a stab in the
back. We had established a relationship of trust with Australia. This trust has been betrayed,” Le Drian told radio station Franceinfo
Thursday morning.
STATEMENT RELEASED BY FOREIGN MINISTER JEAN YVES LE DRIAN-------------------------------
« At the request of the President of the Republic, I decided to immediately recall to Paris for consultations with our two ambassadors in
the United States and in Australia. This exceptional decision is justified by the exceptional gravity of the announcements made on
September 15 by Australia and the United States.The abandonment of the ocean-class submarine project that had linked Australia to
France since 2016, and the announcement of a new partnership with the United States aimed at launching studies on possible future
cooperation on sub -nuclear-powered sailors constitute unacceptable behavior between allies and partners, the consequences of
which affect the very conception that we have of our alliances, of our partnerships and of the importance of the Indo-Pacific for
Europe. » Source : French Ministry of Foreign Affairs

FROM THE U.S SIDE PRESIDENT BIDEN WILL MEET WITH BORIS JOHNSON & OTHER LEADERS NEXT WEEK
U.S President Joe Biden, announced the creation of #AUKUS: "We’re taking another historic step to deepen and formalize
cooperation among all three of our nations because we all recognize the imperative of ensuring peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific
over the long term."---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
President Biden added, « We’re going together, partnerships are getting stronger, this what we’re about » President Biden on the
Australia, UK, and U.S. partnership, #AUKUS: “Our nations will update and enhance our shared ability to take on the threats of the
21st century just as we did in the 20th century: together.” -----------------------------------------------------------------
#AUKUS: is considered a « historic step », as US President Biden said. Indeed, this is what the video released over AUKUS, by the
US State of Department describes : « Australia, the UK, and the United States maritime democracies united by vast oceans, across
three continents in peace and in the time of need of need guided by the enduring ideals, we share democracy, resilience, innovation,
diversity. Our three nations strengthened to commitment to our global partnership, to get to work, for the safety of our people, for
peace and stability of the Indo-Pacific, and for the good of the world. We are committed to strengthening our global partnership
through #AUKUS— to ensure the freedom and safety of our people, for the peace and stability of the Indo-Pacific, in times . The US-
Australia alliance is an anchor for peace, security and stability in the Indo Pacific Region. »



Meanwhile, President Biden is to meet with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson next week at the White House, and several foreign
leaders are expected to participate to the virtual COVID Summit on the margins of the annual UN General Assembly, next week. Some
these leaders are expecting to hear from the White House, as if they are having sessions with the US President Biden. Today,
President Joe Biden, had a virtual Meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and climate, with several leaders, including the
heads of European Commission, and European Council, and the UN.
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