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Rising Child Protection Concerns in Mali Amidst Armed Conflict:
UN SC Highlights Urgent Need for Action

New York City, 15.11.2023, 21:22 Time

ARAC International Strategic Comments - An in-depth analysis of the UN Security Council's latest report revealing a significant
increase in child rights violations in Mali due to ongoing armed conflicts. Explore key insights and urgent calls for action to protect
vulnerable children.

The United Nations Security Council's Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict has raised alarm over the escalating violations
against children in Mali. According to their recent examination of the Secretary-General's fourth report on the matter, there has been a
considerable increase in verified violations and abuses throughout the reporting period.

Alarming Trends in Child Rights Violations

The report, as released by the UN SC and documented by ReliefWeb, strongly condemns the ongoing violations against children in
Mali. These include recruitment, use, killing, maiming, sexual violence, abductions, and attacks on schools and hospitals. The Security
Council urges all parties, including the Malian armed forces and various armed groups, to cease these violations and comply with
international humanitarian and human rights law.

Key aspects of these violations include:
* Recruitment and Use of Children in Armed Conflict: The report points out the distressing trend of children being forcibly recruited by
armed groups and even by state forces. This recruitment often leads to children being used as combatants or in support roles in
conflict zones, robbing them of their childhood and exposing them to extreme violence and trauma.?
* Killing and Maiming: The conflict in Mali has resulted in the direct targeting and killing of children. Additionally, children are often
caught in crossfire, leading to maiming and death. Such incidents have a lasting impact not only on the victims but also on their
communities and societies at large.

* Sexual Violence: The report notes a disturbing increase in cases of rape and other forms of sexual violence against children. These
acts are often used as weapons of war and have devastating long-term effects on the physical and psychological well-being of young
survivors.?
* Abductions: Children in Mali are also facing the horror of abductions by armed groups. These abductions are frequently linked to the
above violations, such as recruitment into armed forces or sexual violence.?
* Attacks on Schools and Hospitals: The targeting of schools and hospitals signifies a blatant disregard for international norms and the
sanctity of educational and health institutions. Such attacks not only endanger the lives of children but also disrupt their education and
access to essential health services.

The UN SC's call for all parties, including the Malian armed forces and various armed groups, to cease these violations is an urgent
reminder of the need to respect and uphold the rules of international humanitarian and human rights law. It underscores the
importance of protecting the most vulnerable members of society – children – from the horrors of armed conflict. The report serves as a
critical call to action for all stakeholders involved to take immediate steps to address these violations and work towards a more secure
and protective environment for children in Mali.

Challenges in Verification and Reporting

The United Nations country task force in Mali faces significant challenges in verifying these violations, partly due to the security risks
involved. This difficulty has led to concerns that the full impact of the conflict on children might not be entirely captured in the current
report.



Commendable Steps and Urgent Calls for Action

The Working Group commends the collaboration between the Coordination des mouvements de l’Azawad (CMA) and the United
Nations. However, it urgently calls on all parties to implement previous conclusions of the Working Group and to allow safe and
unhindered access for monitoring and reporting purposes.

Accountability and Justice

The statement emphasizes the need for accountability and justice for all violations against children. It calls for prompt investigations,
prosecutions, and convictions of perpetrators. The report also stresses the need for victims and survivors, especially children, to have
access to justice and comprehensive child protection services

The Plight of Child Soldiers and Victims of Sexual Violence

The use of children in armed conflict and incidents of sexual violence remain particularly concerning. The report calls for the immediate
release of all children from armed groups and for comprehensive measures to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children.

Role of Community and Religious Leaders

The UN SC highlights the crucial role of community and religious leaders in advocating for the end of violations and abuses against
children. It urges these leaders to condemn these acts publicly and engage with the government and the UN to support the
reintegration of affected children.

This situation in Mali, as reported by the United Nations Security Council and ReliefWeb, reflects a dire need for concerted efforts to
protect the rights and well-being of children affected by armed conflict. The international community, alongside local leaders, must
intensify their efforts to ensure a safe and secure environment for the vulnerable children of Mali.
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